Guidelines for Race Officer
· Races should be approximately 35-40 minutes in length.

· Windward leeward courses are generally preferred as other courses can lead to processional racing and also boats crossing each other.  Given the speeds the latter is obviously something that should be avoided as much as possible.

· The length of the beat should be approximately 1 mile from windward mark to leeward mark depending on the conditions.

· Moths are not the easiest craft to ‘park’ between races so a swift turnaround is very appreciated and also likely to be rewarded in the bar post racing!
· If possible an off set mark should be used at the windward mark in order to prevent boats aggressively bearing away into the path of beating competitors.  This mark if possible should be a small buoy rather than a large inflatable as this ensures good visibility of boats ahead & distinguishes it from the windward mark.
· Course Format:

· For moth racing the courses tend to be configured so that competitors cross through the finish line on each lap.  This makes it easier for the race committee to record the number of laps completed, easier for those competing that can’t remember how many laps they have done, and easier for competitors being lapped to score a finish. 

· Grand prix finishes:
· It is normal in Moth racing for leading competitors to lap some of the slower boats in the fleet.  In order to accommodate this and ensure that every competent competitor within reason is awarded a finish grand prix finishing is used.

· As part of a grand prix finish a competitor must finish at least one lap in order to score a finish
· Two typical course formats depicted below:
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Guidelines for Safety boat crews

· Moths are carbon in construction and weigh approximately 30 kgs all up.  Thus they are very easy to lift but are also very fragile.  Any collision with a solid object will easily puncture the hull so non inflatable rescue boats should be especially careful when assisting.

· When assisting a Moth in a rib the best approach is to stay to windward of the craft and rest the wing on the side of the rib.

· The moth is a challenging boat to sail however even when pilots appear to be in full control rescue craft should err on the side of caution and maintain a safe distance where possible.

· Unfortunately due to the fragility of the craft it is not recommended to use a tow rope unless absolutely necessary, if a boat does require towing the best approach is for the helm to detach the ride height connection at the top of the centre foil, climb into the rescue boat and hold onto the wing.  It may be easier to derig the boat on the water when doing this.
· To avoid potential collisions rescue craft should not follow a Moth whilst foiling from behind.  If the boat comes off the foils this can result in a sudden loss of speed….
· In cases of downed rigging it is advisable to completely detach the rig from the hull for towing.

· If the rescue boat is big enough an alternate way of bring a boat ashore is to lift it so that it is rested on the inflatable sections of the boat.

· Buoyancy – the class rules state that there must be two buoyancy tanks, one in the bow and one in the stern.  The wings will also often have some buoyancy in the form of foam tube or an air bag.
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Course = typical windward-leeward with a spreader mark close to the windward mark.  Following the start competitors complete a lap by rounding the leeward mark.  The line between this and the committee boat then also becomes the finish line.
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Wind direction





Course = windward-leeward with a spreader mark close to the windward mark & a leeward gate.  Following the start competitors complete a lap by rounding either the committee boat or the downwind mark.  The start line is also the finish line.
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